
As you reflect on your daily practice and interactions with children, 
please ask yourself, “How often do I…”

1.Understand others and how often others get the meaning from my 
communication?

2.Think How NB infants develop language -?exposure – How?
3.When does literacy begin - ? How it gets supported?
4.Thing through your memory lane the positive effect of language 

and communication – praises , letters, books, poetry , music .
Goal : Learning Objective of gaining understanding of the principles 
of Early Language Development and recognize the connection to 
best nurture practices.
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PRINCIPLES OF EARLY LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND THE CONNECTION TO BEST 
PRACTICES
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For each of Golinkoff’s   and Paschek’s  principle of language 
development ask these questions and seek answer. 
You can pair up with your colleagues at work and come up with 
answers.
1. What do you think the statement means in terms of language 
development 
2. What can you give as examples that you do in your program  or 
interactions with children that reflects this principle?
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1. Understand 0-3year child’s interest to engage in communication 
exchange

2. Explore teaching strategies and practices that support, facilitate 
and extend children’s engagement in communicating.

3. Recognize the effect of growing up in limited language 
environment

4. Recognize the demonstrated intent of communication in multi 
language learners, use that strategy to encourage and build 
effective communication that is meaningful them.
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What is Language Development?
• Language is the process of 

speaking and listening to 
communicate meaning. 
Communication Exchange  

• Children learn language as they 
interact with responsive adults 
and peers and experience 
language use in meaningful 
contexts.

• Rich Language exposure daily 
through routines 

• Non - Verbal and verbal 
Communication Exchange 

• Golinkoff-Pacek rules 1 and 2



Language Development
Receptive language – the mental 
store of words and phrases 
children can understand when 
heard in context.
Wernecke's
Expressive language - the words 
children use to express 
themselves. - Broca’s 
Through reciprocal 
communication- PARENTESE
Broca’s area  Becomes active 

Language is used 
to express and 
understand words.



Close Vocabulary Gap

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36

13 higher SES 
children 
(professional)

23 middle/lower SES 
children (working-
class)

6 children from 
families on welfare

Age of children in months

Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children by Hart & Risley (1995)



SUPPORTING AND PROMOTING COMMUNICATION EXCHANGE 

L&L: 1a.  Verbal communication by adult is important for infant to develop  
expressive vocabulary and expressive language skills as infants grow and mature.

L&L: 1b). Wait and watch for both verbal and nonverbal responses form the infant 
to promote back and forth , Serve- Return communication and interaction.

L&L: 1c). Use open ended, short response questions, wait for a response verbal or 
nonverbal communication before moving ot ask a follow up question.

L&L; 1d).  Take a turn in response to a child’s invitation.
L&L:1e). After pacing for a response, model a verbal response to more complex 

questions – Extended discourse on a topic.
L&L:1f). Model a verbal response with new way of thinking  by making a short 

comment. Ex: May be “A” was thinking in this way you than what it seems.
L&L:1g).  Use explanation and reasoning for children to understand why and how 

things happen, choice making, concept development and explore through their
interest



Questioning Practice
Think of a closed-
ended question.
Example:  What color 
is your shirt?

Think of an open-
ended question.
Example: What’s 
happening in your 
book?
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IS Speech Important for Communication Exchange ? 
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Do we have difficulty being understood or understand in communication exchange ?- 
Sharade game is an example 
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 1. Communication connects people
2. Shared understanding
What does it feel like emotionally to infants who are 
not yet speaking  - Play Sharade game and see what 
one goes through emotionally, guessing and how 
familiarity helps  .
Do infants have capability of understanding ?
We will explore the implicit capabilities and how they 
expand
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Distress call, back and Forth 
Contingent Responsiveness of a 
conversation exchange
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Over a time this SERVE- RETURN, Back and Forth exchange becomes a 
means of communication exchange crying , vocal expressions and remember 
we talked about SYNCHRONY  when infant learns how to try to get attention 
various ways or a louder cry till adult response and attention is attained.
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Fostering Language and Literacy 

Infants
Coo and Babbles

12 months have 
few words 5-10 

At 18 months 
50 -200 words 
and simple 
sentence

200 words at 2 
years or more 
with syntax 
/pragmatics

At 3 years 
1000 Words , 
good 
pragmatics 

Transition from Functional to Symbolic representation, associative playful-learning with 
word explosion every minute begins at 18 months. Needs scaffolding, 4-5 book joint 
attention (Shared Read Aloud) reading following infant’s interest all through the day . 
Open ended questions and interactions. Self engagement and exploration, free paly.
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“I know that you believe that you understood what you think I said, but I am not sure that you 
realize that what you heard is not what I meant”
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